
The Crucifixion of Saint Peter

Caravaggio, the 17th century Italian artist painted ‘The Crucifixion of Saint Peter’. It is said that he created 
the most powerfully physical Christian art that has ever been painted. His paintings touch you physically and 
move you emotionally. 
Tradition says that when Roman authorities came for his execution, Peter’s last wish was to be crucified 
upside down. He did not consider to be worthy to be crucified like his Master. The painting captures the exact 
moment the cross is being hoisted. Peter is already been nailed. Peter’s face is contorted in pain. Perhaps 
Peter remembers his Lord’s words ‘…but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, someone else will 
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.’ But, never for a moment did Peter doubt the meaning 
of following Christ. Never for a moment did Peter misunderstand the consequences of obeying God. 
The current discussion in global media on John Allen Chau, who was killed while reaching out to Sentinelese 
people brings to focus some of the questions around God’s call. This incident that has raised so many ques-
tions, is a good point of reference to discuss the nature of God’s 
will and His call. 
Firstly, God’s desire is the ultimate unity of all things and people 
in harmonious relationship with Jesus (refer Col 1:19,20). Rec-
onciling all peoples to God is the will of God. It is only in Him that 
the peoples of the earth find their true identity and fullness. This 
is the most powerful reason why God calls us to go out to the 
uttermost parts of the world. This is our mandate. God did not 
create man to be put in a zoo for others to observe. God wants 
the isolated people to experience the joy of finding their true 
creator. 
Even humanistically, the idea of keeping people isolated is not 
reasonable. They lack the knowledge or the technology to take 
care of their health or their future needs, resulting in their even-
tual extinction. Keeping people out of reach of the benefits of 
scientific and human development that has the potential to 
develop their minds and societies, is not just. Though there are 
dangers of such integration, keeping the societies isolated is a 
sure way to destroy them. 
Secondly, God’s call is not rooted in the visible reality of the 
material world. This is amply clear from Jesus’ own words, ‘My 
kingdom is not of this world’. Since the call of God arises out of 
another reality, it must necessarily appear insane to the world - 
to our family, friends and our social circle. This particular type of 
insanity or unreasonableness is a necessary precondition to its explosive power to bring about transformative 
change. Normal people live and die normal bourgeois lives. 
Jesus asserted, ‘My life, for the life of the world.’
What’s your life for? 

Varghese Philip

- Insanity of God’s Call -



- Highlights from the staff -





- Contentment -
Our generation is a restless one. We are relentless gazers of our 

pixellated screens. We are morbid shopaholics lured by the next big thing  too restless to 
enjoy our present possessions. Our craving for novelty is dire than all our previous ages 
combined. The comparisons with our peers force us to make purchases that we do not 
need with money we don’t have. We very well know that a particular article or a gadget 
does not give us lasting happiness but we push ourselves to own them anyway lest we 
fall behind in the race.

I am the typical guy of my generation. I am excited by things my friends buy and try to own them impulsively. I dream 
of holidays and foreign travel without an iota of who will fund them. I compare my phones to the most recent ones 
and keep pondering on how I could bridge the gap. But we are in a technological revolution and that means the 
trendy today becomes obsolete by tomorrow. Even as I write I am surrounded by a Mac-book, an AI speaker, high 
speed internet and android smart TV. But there is still discontent because my boss just purchased a new phone and 
I am behind him in that regard.

Godliness with contentment is great gain (1 Timothy 6:6) teaches the Scripture and a little thought would enlighten 
us that the two are inseparable. When we are Godly enough to understand that He supplies all our needs, content-
ment is the obvious corollary. True contentment comes by believing in the Sacrifice on the cross for us, and that 
would move us to Godliness. When discontent rules our hearts, then the throne for God is given away to materialistic 
plenty. There is no Godliness left when our heart is restlessly eyeing the new  things in the market. Since no thing 
can give us lasting happiness we are on the vicious cycle of discontent, debt and insecurity. We keep grumbling 
about things we don’t have and remain ungrateful. Counting my blessings is obviously not what I would do because 
my discontent blinds me seeing any of them.
But God is gracious and kind. He removes the scales off our eyes and encourages us to see the truth sometimes 
even through tragedy and loss.

It was another normal day at my place of work. We had a pregnant lady who presented with an ultrasound scan that 
reported cord around the baby’s neck. The foetal heart was dipping with every contraction. It was an obstetric emer-
gency. It required cesarean section, the age old operation of cutting through the abdomen for delivering the baby; 
the surgery which apparently brought forth emperors to rule the world; It has off late become the most abused opera-
tion according to layman sources.

But the scenario was too complicated. The lady belonged to the Bhil tribal group which is spread across central India 
and had no quality antenatal checkups. The fruits of ‘acche din’ had not evidently reached this tribal woman. Her 
husband, did not accompany her and did not want his wife to be rolled into the OR till he reached the hospital. To 
complicate things further her hemoglobin was 6 gms. It was a high risk emergency surgery with no one willing to give 
consent. After 120  gruelling minutes he reached the hospital. After much cajoling, he agreed for surgery.

Anaesthesia was administered, abdomen was opened  and Homeostasis was achieved immaculately keeping in 
view the low haemoglobin. Uterus was sliced and the baby was delivered. The child had aspirated meconium ( foetal 
stools) and his lungs were filled with amniotic fluid. The vigorous cry of a normal child was absent. The child was 
unresponsive to stimulation, floppy, with no spontaneous breathing. After placing a tube in the child’s lungs, assisting 
his breathing and giving all other life saving medicine, the baby could not be revived. The child was wrapped in crum-
pled garment and I could not but imagine my child in that fatal predicament. We handed over the child to the father 
who still did not come to terms with the tragedy. I tried counseling him but I knew, words would not help much.

Tears rolled down in tiny rivers in the dark corridors of theatre complex. Through the heartrending experience of a 
child’s death, a hymn of worship emanated from my heart. The relevance of my mobile’s operating system, the size 
of my TV screen, the horsepower of my bike, the specifications of my dream car and the choice of my international 
holiday felt irreverently rubbish before the blessings I have been bestowed. Grumble gave way to praise and discon-
tent to thankfulness.
I did not have to run from pillar to post to get my wife a semblance of obstetric care. In fact both my children were 
delivered by the best doctors in the country. We were properly nourished that our blood levels are good. And it was 
sheer God’s mercy that my kids did not aspirate maternal fluids into their chests. We take things for granted and we 
don’t see that our lives, our children’s lives are gifts from God. We are alive, having food to eat, clothes to wear, shel-
ter over our heads and screens to read this on. Most people in our country don’t have them. Instead of being upset 
that we don’t have certain  luxuries in life, we must be thankful that we have life.

I came out of the theatre as a thankful man. I asked God to console and heal the wounds of the young family. I asked 
Him to teach me to be content. To be humble to enjoy the good things he has given me. I asked Him to teach me 
count my blessings.. Never should a mother lose a child due to ignorance and indecision and never should we see 
an infants death for realising how thankful we must be.

Arun Gautam
Chinchippada



As CMC celebrates 100 years of Medical education, we rejoice in God’s faithfulness and the way He has 
guided us as an institution in various areas of service, research and education. We are aware of the chal-
lenges that medical education faces in our country and the need for teachers who will be role models. 
We believe that the Christian medical educators of India should respond to this by teaching through their 
lives the values of compassion and ethics along with excellence in knowledge and skills to provide care 
for the whole person.  Dr. Ida Scudder was clear that she was not building a medical college but the King-
dom of God. Many have been called to build God’s Kingdom in teaching institutions around the country, 
in various settings. The goal of this conference is to encourage them to see teaching as a calling from 
the Lord and to support them. It will focus on important topics such as teaching as a calling, teaching 
compassion, preventing burnout and teaching justice and equity. The sessions are planned to be very 
interactive to facilitate participants to learn from one another and also to network for future training 

opportunities. 

Dates: January 18th and 19th, 2019
Venue: New Examination Hall, Bagayam, Christian Medical College, Vellore

Registration fees: Rs.1500
Contact: Dr Sunil Abraham . Phone 9843232793 email: sunil.george.abraham@gmail.com

Limited accommodation is available in the campus on a shared basis. 

National Christian Medical Educators’ conference
- Medical education as a calling - 

WITNESS TO THE HEALING MINISTRY OF CHRIST THROUGH EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION



- Christian Dental Practice -
How can a Christian Dentist be a witness to Christ through his or her Practice?
A group of dentists representing various Christian hospitals informally studied this issue and attempted to 
draw up some criteria which would characterise Christian dentists and God honouring dental practice.

1. A SENSE OF CALLING: A Christian dentist needs to know that he has been called by God into his 
profession. Without this awareness of one’s calling, work remains only a job and at the most a career. 
Both of the latter approaches to work are based on self and ambition. Work carried out in response to 
God’s invitation is considered a privilege and is done not for personal honour and advancement but for 
God’s glory. It is done thankfully and whole heartedly realising that work itself a gift from God.

2. PERSON CENTRED PRACTICE: Selfless service in dentistry seeks the best interests of the patient 
and is motivated by Christ’s agape love. The patient is the most important person in the practice and not 
the dentist or the dental team. A patient is not seen as a customer or a disease to be treated but as a 
person sent by God whose needs the dentist is called to meet. More than the body the Christian knows 
that he is dealing with a living soul with a heart, mind and spirit. How sad it is to save the body (or tooth) 
but to lose the soul of the person sent to us?

3. COMPREHENSIVE CARE:  Even though patients usually come with a problem related to a single 
tooth the Christian dentist will see not just the tooth but also the entire dentition, the whole mouth and 
also try to understand the problem in the context of the patient’s medical condition as well as their 
socio-economic situation. In today’s world of specialisation and clinical “tunnel vision”, the patient is 
reduced to being a “root canal” or “implant case”. The Christian doctor will go beyond these restricting 
barriers and see the patient as a whole person, created in the Image of God.

4. QUALITY OF CARE: The Christian dentist will seek to do the best she can to meet her patient’s 
dental needs. For this the dentist will not only be qualified to practice dentistry but also be competent to 
practice “Good dentistry”. Excellence in the profession includes both treatment of disease as well as 
active measures to restore health especially through patient education and preventive care. Quality of 
practice is directly proportional to the quality of the relationship the dentist has with patients, fellow staff 
and students.

5. ETHICAL PRACTICE: The good dentist will always seek answers to the Question “What is the right 
thing to do?” for every patient and in every situation. Is not the “Fear of God “the beginning of wisdom 
(and ethics)? God has invited us to ask Him for wisdom and has given us His Holy Spirit to guide us into 
making right and just decisions. 

6. CONCERN FOR THE POOR: A practice which has no place or concern for the poor cannot be called 
Christian. The Christian dentist will find ways and means to reach out to the underprivileged and not be 
satisfied with using dentistry as a business only.

7. WISE STEWARDSHIP: The Christian dentist is equipped by God with various gifts, talents and 
resources to fulfil the calling. He or she is required to carefully develop these resources and use them 
effectively. The rewards include not just personal and professional satisfaction but the commendation 
of God Himself “Well done, good and faithful servant!”

EMFI is committed to enable dental students and graduates to fulfil their calling. Towards this end a Chris-
tian dentists forum is being developed to enable networking of dentists with a common commitment who will 
interact, encourage, pray and grow together as God’s children. If interested in participating, please contact 
Dr. Abey Chacko (Bangalore Baptist Hospital)abeyvchacko@gmail.com.
A One year Certificate course in General Dentistry (CGD) is organised by the Distance education and 
Dental departments of CMC Vellore, as a blended learning and competence building course which will 
enable dentists to learn the knowledge, skills and attitudes required to put into practice the values of Chris-
tian Dental practice.This program  involves clinical  mentoring and one on one training by senior dentists at 
CMC and some  Mission hospital dental departments.  Those interested can apply to dental1@cmcvel-
lore.ac.in

Dr Rabin Chacko
CMCH, Vellore.






